
V A M H I L L COUWry HISTORICAL S O C I E f y 

O F F I C E R S - , 

PRESIDENT Miriam.Blaip 
472-9140 

l/P/PROGRAM RaA,ba.nxx, KnjjJtA>on. 

S E C R E T A R y E c u U c t 

F I M A M C I A L S E C R E T A R y . . M a ^ y O g d w v ^ . 

T R E A S U R E R . GXJi O g d c n v t . 

H I S r O R I A W RcLtit S t o t 4 c ^ £ f 5 
BOARD M E M B E R S . . . H c t a u e y S t o i t a ^ , ^ ' -

E d Rog/txucn., J a m c ^ U-trtcent, 

an.d R o 6 c A ; t Kay/vcndcLtt^ 

P U B L i c i r y ElaAjn.<i ROH^G. M U S E U M , Ltt^ayftJttfc, O R , Ain.c.e. 1 9 6 9 
Hpaix!) - Sett £ S u n . 2 t o 4 p m 

{o-"v by a,ppt: 864-2-589; 4 7 2 - 9 1 4 a ) 

DECEMBER YAMHILL COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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EETING TuescSay, Decemb&r 14, a t th e L a ^ y e t t e S e n i o r C e n t e r , 
'OT LUCK NOON. B r i n g ovm t a b l e s e r v i c e . V i s i t o r s ^ a l w a y s welcome, 
OGRAM Share' a Christinffls memory; show a ChristmaiS ^ o y [ 

Everyone c a n t a k e p a r t . 

ote from the S o c i e t y P r e s i d e n t : Don't forge t t h a t the musexim has books f o r 
ale for Christmas. These are f o r anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n Y a m h i l l County H i s t o r y 

just h i s t o r y i n g e n e r a l . We have OLD YAMHILL, the HISTORY OF ITS TOWNS AND 
TIES; SCHOOLS OF OLD YAMHILL; CEMETERY LISTINGS ( t h r e e volumes); and FROM 
AMHILL TO TILLAMOOK BY STAGECOACH. 

be new o f f i c e r s w i l l be i n s t a l l e d a t the December meeting and w i l l take o f f i c e 
January 1 s t . A c t u a l l y , the c u r r e n t o f f i c e r s (Barbara Knutson, V i c e -

resident and Eunice Noyes, S e c r e t a r y ) have agreed to se r v e a second term, 
iia Jackson has been nominated and e l e c t e d as F i n a n c i a l S e c r e t a r y , to r e p l a c e 
ary Ogden. James Vincent has a l s o agreed to continue a s a Board Member f o r 
nother term of three y e a r s . 

Iso at the December meeting, there w i l l be a re p o r t by the Bylaws Committee. 
would l i k e to have as many members present as p o s s i b l e to d i s c u s s p o s s i b l e 

hanges. 

[IS ARE DUE!!!!!!! $7.50 PER YEAR should be given to Mary Ogden, F i n a n c i a l 
Bcretary, a t the December meeting, or mailed to her, PO Box 273, Amity 97101. 
fter January 1, 1994, the same information a p p l i e s to L i l a Jackson, 2430 N. 
aker, McMinnville, OR 97128. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! !!!!!!!!! 
MB 



EARLY DAY MCMINNVILLE 
by J u l i a Lee Johnson Ramsey 

( J u l i a Johnson, daughter o f Dr. H.V.V,, was about f i v e y e a r s o l d when the 
family moved to M c M i n n v i l l e from the S t r i n g t o w n ( M i d d l e t o n ) a r e a of Washing
ton County. I n 1877 she m a r r i e d George Snyder i n M c M i n n v i l l e . A f t e r h i s 
death she m a r r i e d W i l l i a m M. Ramsey. Margaret Ramsey, a former member of 
our s o c i e t y , was t h e i r daughter. I n l a t e r y e a r s J u l i a Ramsey ( s h e d i e d i n 
1942) wrote these r e m i n i s c e n c e s : ) 

When we came to M c M i n n v i l l e i n 1863 t h e r e were two s t o r e s and a f l o u r 
m i l l . Mr. P e t t i g r e w had one s t o r e a t the c o r n e r of Baker and T h i r d s t r e e t s . 
"Dutch" B e r r y ( B e e r y ) had a n o t h e r i n the same b l o c k west on T h i r d S t r e e t . 

Mr. P e t t i g r e w was a s i n g l e man and a s i n g u l a r one. Educated f o r the 
m i n i s t r y he was never o r d a i n e d . He s o l d h i s s t o r e to S a r g e n t and M o r r i s . 
Then he b u i l t or bought a l i t t l e house on what i s now S t a r M i l l s i d e . He 
had two h o r s e s and s p r i n g wagon w i t h two s e a t s and o f t e n drove f o r h i r e . 

He went w i t h us on a t r i p to the c o a s t once to c a r r y some of the p a r t y . 
One Sunday Aunt C l a r a took Abie and B G X I © and-me a n d ^ e v s n t out to a huck
l e b e r r y p a t c h . There was n o t h i n g to do but l i s t e n to the w i l d waves and 
that gets t i r e s o m e . Mr. P. s a i d "Why g i r l s , I am s u r p r i s e d t h a t you would go 
out to p i c k b e r r i e s on Sunday!" He s a t around t i l l we came back w i t h some 
h u c k l e b e r r i e s i n p i n t cups. Then he came r u b b i n g h i s hands t o g e t h e r and 
s m i l i n g , "Got some h u c k l e b e r r i e s , g i r l s ? Got some h u c k l e b e r r i e s ? " We d i d 
not d i v i d e w i t h him. Aunt C l a r a s e t t l e d him. He d i d not want to d r i v e h i s 
wagon on the beach f o r "the sand would wear the p a i n t o f f " . He l i v e d many 
years by h i m s e l f i n h i s l i t t l e house. Had an o l d hen he c a l l e d " o l d B l u e " . 

The m i l l was b u i l t by W.T. Newby but was run by Robert K i n n e y when we 
came. Mr. K i n n e y was a v e r y f a t man, h i s w i f e a t i n y l i t t l e woman. They 
l i v a i w h e r e the P u b l i c L i b r a r y now s t a n d s . They had a l a r g e f a m i l y . The 
youngest, a g i r l , was the same age as A l l i e H ughs—about a y e a r o l d e r than 

1 me. 
Two v a c a n t l o t s on T h i r d and C were used as a barn l o t by Hon. Henry 

Warren. A horse came and r e a c h e d h i s head over the f e n c e to me. T h i s c o r n e r 
ife now occupied by Maloney's Beauty P a r l o r s . F a t h e r bought the c o r n e r and 
buil> a d r u g s t o r e which was the f i r s t i n town. Johnson & Y e a r g a i n was the 
firm name and they a l s o had the Post O f f i c e . 

The m a i l came once a week from P o r t l a n d on horseback and m a i l day was 
a g r e a t day. When the m a i l a r r i v e d Mr. Y e a r g a i n mounted a box or t a b l e and 
read o f f the names. L e t t e r s f i r s t and then p a p e r s . Very few people took 
newspapers i n tho^e davs, _ 

I went to s c h o o l i n the o l d c o l l e g e b u i l d i n g . Thomas S t o r y taught a l l 
the grades. 

( t o be c o n t i n u e d ) RS 


