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The f i r s t newspaper to be pub l i s h e d i n McMinnville was the West-Side. 
I t s e d i t o r and p u b l i s h e r was T.B. Handley who had s t a r t e d the paper i n 
1870. Polk, Benton, Washington and Yam h i l l c o u n t i e s were known as the 
West-Side country and Handley was hoping to spread h i s i n f l u e n c e a t lea s t 
as f a r as these four c o u n t i e s . I n the February 21, 1871 i s s u e he ans-
ered a l e t t e r t h a t had been sent to Y a m h i l l County from someone i n the 
ea s t who was looking f o r a p l a c e i n Oregon to s e t t l e . T h i s i s what 
Handley had to say about the town of McMinnville: 

McMinnville i s g e o g r a p h i c a l l y the c e n t e r of the county; surrounded 
by g r a i n growing country a c c e s s i b l e by water and p r o s p e c t i v e l y on 
the l i n e of the W.V.R.R. w i t h a f i n e water power to use and a s t i l l 
l a r g e r one i n process of c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t c l a i m s to be the fut u r e 
conmercial c e n t e r of the West Side . The b u s i n e s s of the p l a c e sup
p o r t s 5 general merchandise s ^ o r e s , 2 drug s t o r e s , 2 wagon shops, 
4 bl a c k s m i t h shops, 2 shoemakers, 1 f u r n i t u r e s t o r e , 1 barber shop, 
1 saloon, 1 h o t e l , 2 boarding houses, 1 l i v e r y s t a b l e , 1 photographer, 
2 doctors, 1 d e n t i s t , 2 lawyers, 1 general agent, 1 j e w e l e r and 
watch maker, 1 butcher shop, 1 t i n s t o r e , 1 saddle shop, 1 glover. 
There ar e two f l o u r i n g m i l l s , 1 steam and one water; 1 p l a n e r , sash 
and door f a c t o r y , 1 warehouse, 1 c o l l e g e b u i l d i n g i n which a f i r s t 
c l a s s Academy i s s u s t a i n e d , 2 churches, Cumberland P r e s b y t e r i a n 
and C h r i s t i a n , 1 P u b l i c h a l l , lodges of Masons, Odd Fe l l o w s and 
Good Templars, and one newspaper--The V7est-Side p u b l i s h e d every 
Tuesday, a t $2 per annum, i n advance. 

The water power " i n p r o c e s s of c o n s t r u c t i o n " was the d i t c h Chat was 
to b r i n g water from the South Y a m h i l l R i v e r , above Sheridan, to McMinnvilK 
The d i t c h never got f a r t h e r than Sheridan and l a t e r i s s u e s of the West-
Side c a r r i e d the r e p o r t s of law s u i t s and l e g a l entanglements t h a t helped 
put a stop to the p r o j e c t . 

Advertisements i n the newspaper and the 1870 census give us a clue 
a s to the owners of some of the b u s i n e s s e s t h a t Handley r e f e r s t o . 
Solomon Beary supposedly had the f i r s t s t o r e on the town s i t e and i n 1871 • 
he was s t i l l i n b u s i n e s s t h e r e . Lazarus Bettman and Ha r r i s o n Burns a l s o 
were merchants i n McMinnville. James Bean s o l d e v e r y t h i n g from l a d i e s ' 
d r e s s e s to a g r i c u l t u r a l implements. Luther Newby and Dr. J.H. Myers 
had the New Drug Store; Dr. H.V.V. Johnson was not only the town s 
postmaster and i t s c h i e f doctor but owned the other drug s t o r e . 

W i l l i a m Coleman ra n l a r g e ads i n the VJest-Side, drawing a t t e n t i o n 
to h i s Wagon and C a r r i a g e Making Shop. I.M. Johns, W i l l i a m Campbell, 
and Samuel Cozine were a l l well-known b l a c k s m i t h s . The McMinnville Hotel 
was run by J.W. S h u l l and next door was the shoe shop of P.P. Browne, 
The other shoe shop was owned by E z r a E c c l e s t o n . 

The stage from P o r t l a n d to C o r v a l l i s stopped e v e r y day a t the 
L i v e r y S t a b l e of W.L. Toney and W.J. G a r r i s o n to t a k e on pa s s e n g e r s and 
change h o r s e s . F r a n c i s Ford was the town photographer at the time but 
w i t h i n a month he had s o l d out to Wm Starkey. 

(Concluded on back pa-e) 



Event: March Meeting ^ 
When: Tuesday March I L , 7:00 P.M. 
Where: Dayton Grade School C a f e t e r i a 
Speaker: David Duniway, Ex e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y of the 

Missi o n M i l l Museum, Salem. 

Come, br i n g a f r i e n d potluck a t 7:00 meeting a t 8:00P.M. 

DUES 

There has apparently been some misunderstanding about membership 
classes and the dues t h a t apply to each c l a s s . I n the January i s s u e 
the three memberships were l i s t e d a s Non-Voting, Voting and Honorary. 
Only persons under 18 year s of age can be Non-Voting members and t h e i r 
dues are $1.00 per calendar year. A l l persons 18 y e a r s of age and older 
are c l a s s e d as vo t i n g members and t h e i r dues a r e $2.00 per calendar year. 
All dues f o r 1975 a r e now due i f you have not pa i d yours p l e a s e mail 
to: Mrs. Flo r e n c e M. B r i d e n s t i n e 

1029 Ease S t . 
McMinnville, Ore. 97128 

Make a l l checks payable t o : YAMHILL COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

MUSEUM NEWS 

We have been q u i t e busy the pa s t weeks w i t h v i s i t o r s and school 
cl a s s e s . Mre school c h i l d r e nshould be aware of the museum and the 
co l l e c t i o n of pioneer a r t i c l e s . We s e t up t a b l e s f o r them to ca r d wool 
grate nutmeg and gri n d c o f f e e . One c l a s s I took my b e l l c o l l e c t i o n as 
I had been to C a r l t o n grade school the day before. Other times I take 
my own a r t i c l e s f o r them to examine as they can't handle a r t i c l e s i n 
the museum. 

Our o r g a n i z a t i o n needs a tape r e c o r d e r f o r i n t e r v i e w s of h i s t o r i c a l 
value as many of the pioneers l e f t can't w r i t e t h e i r h i s t o r y but love to 
talk to anyone who w i l l l i s t e n . We need a f i r e proof safe to house our 
valueable papers. 

We need records of the o l d cemetarys. Maps i f there a r e any or 
l i s t s of the e a r l y graves. So many come looking where the grandparents 
had l i v e d and the dates of t h e i r p a s s i n g . Our donation land claims are 
to be recorded by Tom B a l l a r d of the News R e g i s t e r w i t h h i s t o r y and 
photo's and a copy of a l l f o r us a t the Museum. There are now 56 farms 
in Yamhill county. 

Museum open F r i d a y and Saturday 1:00 to 4:30. Tour any day c a l l 
472-7935 

Roma S i t t o n 



(concluded from page 2) 

J.M. Bewley, of the Sheridan Bewleys, had h i s dental o f f i c e upstairs 
i n Dr. Johnson's B u i l d i n g . T.B. Handley not only published the paper 
but was one of the town's two lawyers and the general a g e n t ( r e a l e s t a t e ) 
as w e l l . The watch maker was F. P i l o t Jones who l i v e d with Dr. Johnson. 
John B i r d had t i n shops i n both McMinnville and L a f a y e t t e . 

The water-powered f l o u r m i l l was owned by Sax and Bangasser. This 
was the same m i l l that Newby had begun i n 1853. T h e i r competition was 
the steam-powered m i l l of G. Nelson and Co. and was known as the Commer
c i a l F l o u r M i l l s . Adams and Jones owned the sash and door f a c t o r y and 
brought t h e i r lumber down from the Mohawk M i l l s on Panther Creek, which 
t h e y a l s o owned. 


